
 

 
Biographical Information 

Representative Garcia is a second-generation naval aviator and attorney. 

Garcia graduated with honors from UCLA, where he gave the 1988 commencement address. He earned his law degree from Harvard and his 
master's degree in public policy from Harvard's John F. Kennedy School of Government in 1992.  

After completing his naval officer and flight training, Garcia received his "Wings of Gold" at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. Lieutenant 
Commander Garcia flew 30 armed missions in the Persian Gulf, was the top aide to the deputy Commander in Chief of U.S. Naval Forces in 
Europe, and served in Operation Allied Force in Kosovo. He was assigned to the aircraft carrier USS Constellation in support of the 
enforcement of the no-fly zone in Iraq. His military awards include the Joint Commendation Medal, the Naval Commendation Medal, and the 
Naval Achievement Medal.  

In 1999, Garcia was one of 16 Americans selected to serve as a White House Fellow, the nation's premier leadership development program 
whose alumni include Henry Cisneros and Colin Powell, and worked as a special assistant to the U.S. Secretary of Education. 

Garcia left active duty in 2004 and continues to serve as an instructor pilot at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi with the Naval Reserves. He 
practices civil defense law with the firm of Hartline, Dacus, Barger, Dreyer & Kern.  

Garcia and his wife Denise, who met while classmates at Harvard Law, have four children, including twin eight-year-old boys, a six-year old 
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daughter, and a three-year old son. They live in Corpus Christi. 

last updated on 01/09/2007 
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